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small district hospitals of eignty beds each; that a plot ot
land be secured within easy distance of the city on which to
erect a convalescent home for 180 patients, thus making
provision for 340 cases; and that the requisite steps be
taken for obtaining a loan of .6100,000 for the purpose of
defraying the cost of such hospital accommodation." This
amendment was carried by thirty-two to nine. The great
difficulty will be to find sites sufficiently accessible to be
suitable for their purpose, and also sufficiently far off from
inhabited houses to avoid incurring the opposition of their
owners or occupiers.

A RIDICULOUS SUPPOSITION.

The county coroner for South-west Lancashire and his
deputy have recently held numerous inquests on the bodies
of suicides, hanging being the mode most frequently
adopted. An absurd idea prevails in and about the
neighbourhood of St. Helens, where some of these cases

have occurred, that it is improper to cut down the body
until the police have arrived. Some months ago the deputy
coroner was informed by a police inspector that in more
than one case life might have probably been saved, but for
the fact that the bodies had not been cut down until the
police arrived, a proceeding which involved much delay, as
the cases were at a considerable distance from the police
station. On this occasion the deputy coroner asked the
deceased’s brother why he did not at once cut his brothel
down, and was informed that he thought it would be wrong
to do it except in the presence of a police officer. When
asked if he would wait for the police before rescuing an)
one from drowning he was silent. The deputy coroner
expressed himself very strongly, and his remarks woulc
appear to have done good; since at a recent inquest ii
appeared that one of the witnesses had promptly cut dowi
the deceased in spite of the remonstrances of others present
who wished him to wait for the police.

THE NORTHERN HOSPITAL AMBULANCE.

The horse ambulance instituted in connexion with th
Northern Hospital has proved so valuable as to have becom
a generally acknowledged necessity. The hospital is i;

telegraphic and telephonic communication with the centra
police office and district bridewells, and by arrangement ambu
lance messages have precedence over all others. It is greatl
to be desired that all the local hospitals should each have it
own ambulance, and arrangements could be easily made b
means of which each hospital could have its own distric
By this means accidents and urgent cases could be safel
taken immediately to the nearest hospital.

THE STANLEY HOSPITAL.

When the Northern Hospital was erected, about forty yea]
ago, it stood not far from what was then the extreme norther

boundary of Liverpool, and was therefore appropriate]
named. Since then the borough has extended so enormousl
that the present northern hospital occupies a position whic
would be more appropriately described as central, while tl
Stanley Hospital, established in 1867, is, geographical]
speaking, the northern hospital. This hospital has recent]
been enlarged, a proceeding which had become necessai
in consequence of the great and daily increasing number
accidents and other cases demanding admission. But befo:
the new wings can be utilised a sum of .63000 must
raised; and to aid this very laudable object the May
(Mr. David Radcliffe) has opened a subscription list at tl
Town Hall. The hospital is doing a most excellent worl
the number of patients both in and out is daily increasing
and though the times are not very favourable for su(

appeals, it is hoped that the sum required, which will on
free the hospital from debt, will be shortly raised.

THE HOSPITAL SATURDAY FUND.

Upwards of &pound;2500 has been raised this year by means
the Hospital Saturday boxes, cages, &c. This is a decid,
improvement both actually and comparatively, thou!
scarcely such as might be expected considering the gre
and perfectly voluntary labours of the honorary treastii
and secretaries, aided this year by the Working Me
Committee. It is also in painful contrast to the sum
.66000 raised by the Birmingham working men for th
hospitals.

A BOON TO TRAVELLERS.

Passengers to Liverpool by the London and Nort
Western Railway had, until recently, to undergo a terril

ordeal before reaching the terminus, in the tunnel which ran
under the city from Edge-hill to Lime-street. The
atmosphere was so impregnated with smoke, steam, gas,
and other impurities, as to try severely the strongest chests
at times, and to make it impossible for those with delicate
chests to incur so serious a risk. This has now been
removed by the gradual conversion of the tunnel into a
cutting at an enormous cost, only a very small portion of it
being left. This will conduce greatly to the comfort of the
thousands of persons who are compelled to use this line, as
well as to the improved health of the railway employ&eacute;s.

Liverpool, June 1st.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE SANITARY STATE OF NEWCASTLE.

THE twelfth annual report of our medical officer of

health, Mr. H. E. Armstrong, has just been issued, and it is
a searching analysis of the facts presenting themselves in

: every section of the important department over which Mr.
Armstrong presides. The twelve months’ sanitary work in

this city, of which the report is a record, has been an im-
r portant one. During the period in question a sanitary

house-to-house inspection has been carried out. A serious.

epidemic of scarlet fever rose and declined; the small-pox,
which attained its height in 1883, gradually faded away.

L The first premonitory symptoms of the pest of measles,
which is now scourging our city so violently, became visible.
Unfortunately the disease of measles does not figure in the
schedule of the local Act by which notification to the sani-
tary authority is prescribed. The experience of the epidemic
at present prevailing in the north of England shows that

e the complaint may assume a malignant form, fairly entitling
to come within the scope of municipal notification. Mr.

Armstrong, as the result of a summary of an immense
amount of statistics, says that 70 per cent. of the infectious

diseases occurred in tenemented property, of which infected
y premises nearly three-fourths consisted of housesofoneortwo
’s rooms each; that in upwards of 70 per cent. of the infected
y households the sick-rooms were not at all isolated from the
t. rest of the house; that in 50 per cent. of such households
y no precautions to prevent the spread of infection were being

taken at the time of the inquiry; that in only a small pro-
portion of the cases (in scarlet fever barely 2 per cent.) was
removal to hospital consented to by the patient or his

rs friends; that a large amount of trade and processes of
’n trade are carried on in and in immediate connexion with,
Y infected premises, and at other places attended by persons
Y residing upon infected premises, by all of which means

infection is liable to be comrhunicated to the public. 1Ir.
le Armstrong holds that this state of things affords proof

of the necessity of ample hospital accommodation for
infectious diseases; compulsory power to remove to hospital

cases of infectious diseases in tenemented dwellings, and
of special provision to deal with infected business premises,
re and to prohibit the attendance at business of employ&eacute;s
oe residing in infected houses where means of isolation are
or insufficient. Amongst the curiosities of the report may be

mentioned the discovery in a body, taken for dissection to
; the Medical College here, of the disease trichinosis, and it

is believed to be the first observed in this city. Means were
h taken to trace the source of infection in this case, but with-
ly out effect; numerous samples of pork, ham, and bacon were

carefully collected from the neighbourhood in which the
subject had lived, and subjected to close microscopical

of 
examination, but no trichina spiralis was found.

ed WHITLEY CONVALESCENT HOME.

5h At the late annual meeting held at the Home at Whitley.
,at Dr. Philipson, in presenting the medical report, stated

that 1336 cases had been treated ; of these 1063 were
s medical and 273 surgical cases, and taking the whole.

of 1298 received benefit, or over 97 per cent. The subject of
providing a children’s ward had come under consideration
by the committee, and overtures had been made to the
Newcastle Children’s Hospital, and to the trustees of the

h- Sunderland Victoria Hall fund; nothing of a practical form
Jle had resulted. 

- - ---
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THE LATE MR. ROUTLEDGE.

I should mention the death on May 18th of a gentle-
man who, although not a member of our profession, yet
was well known to a large medical circle. I allude
to Mr. William Routledge, dentist, of this city; he was
for many years assistant to the late Mr. Sheffield of Exeter,
and while at Exeter he was one of the most active members
of the Exeter Literary and Philosophical Society, and held
the office of treasurer for many years. So careful was he of
the Society’s funds, that he was named by his colleagues
-,,Joe Hume." When he left Exeter for Newcastle the pro-
fession and the Society entertained him at a banquet and
presented him with a substantial testimonial. While in
Newcastle his practice as a dentist was very successful,
and he enjoyed in a very great degree the confidence of
our profession. Mr. Routledge, who was in his fifty-
fourth year at the time of his death, was of a very kindly
nature, and possessed of refined tastes. His knowledge of
botany was extensive, and he has left here a very large
number of scientific and general friends to regret their loss.

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW AT GOSFORTH.

A new feature in the Volunteer review and sham fight
to-day was the formation of complete bearer companies in
the ambulance department, and their march past. This
created much interest in the field, and the arrangements
were considered very complete and satisfactory, Surgeon-
Major R. F. Cook being the principal medical officer in
charge.

HARROGATE BATHS AND SPAS.

Dr. Myrtle of Harrogate, who has been visiting con-
tinental spas having close affinities in composition and
curative properties to those of Harrogate, writes to a local
paper to say that he finds Harrogate no way behind in
springs and baths to the towns he had visited, but that
Harrogate possesses immense advantages in having so many
spas so dissimilar in properties within a narrow circle,
while some of the continental spas are separated by hundreds
of miles. He points out, however, that Harrogate lacks in
skilled attendants, and that at many of the continental
places the patient has merely to put his dressing-gown and
slippers on and walk directly to his bath already prepared
for him; after it, a few steps replace him in bed. This arrange-
ment is of immense advantage to a certain class of patients.
But upon the whole, he is prepared to show that Harrogate
offers to the great majority of invalids advantages not to be
obtained elsewhere.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 26th.

IRELAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.

THE annual election of office-bearers was held last

)Ionday, when Dr. Cameron, Vice-President, was promoted
to the Presidency, and Mr. William Stokes, Professor of

Surgery in the College, was elected Vice-President without
opposition. For Council, twenty-one candidates competed
for nineteen places, with the result that all the outgoing
members were re-elected; and Mr. William Colles was
re-elected Secretary to the College, a post he has now
’occupied for many years. This was the first time the
election of office-bearers took place by means of voting-
papers forwarded through the post or otherwise, so as to
permit provincial Fellows to vote in absentia. The result,
however, did not come up to general expectation, as only
143 votes were recorded out of a large constituency.
’The election of Dr. Cameron as President of the College
requires a few words. A non-practising surgeon, in the
person of Dr. Cameron, has been selected for the first time
on record by the Fellows to the highest position the College
- can confer. It was, however, for other reasons that the
selection was made. Dr. Cameron is the efficient medical
oficer of health for Dublin, and is one of the highest
authorities on sanitary science. Independently of this, he
is an excellent microscopist, a good pathologist, and by his
position and talents is well qualified to hold the honourable
position to which he has been unanimously elected. I may
add that there is not in the city of Dublin a more general

favourite among his professional brethren, or one more

highly esteemed by the public, than Dr. Cameron. The
election of examiners took place last week, when, con-
sequent on the newly acquired Charter, several additional
vacancies occurred. In view of the well-known con-

servative tendencies of the Council, it was not a matter
’ of much surprise to learn that all the outgoing exa-

miners, with the solitary exception of one in midwifery,
. had been re-elected. The election of Dr. Mapother as
; examiner in physiology and histology will no doubt give’ 

general satisfaction. The rule has been rigorously carried
out that not more than two examiners belonging to any

medical school or hospital shall be elected. There were
vacancies for two examiners in the department of physics,

: chemistry, and medical jurisprudence, but only one was
elected. At a recent meeting of the Council certain

: arrangements were adopted for the oral examinations,
. and as a result no teacher will be permitted to put

questions to a candidate from his own school, nor will
examiners who are teachers in the same school be allowed
to examine at the same table ; while in practical examina-
tions, such as dissections, operative surgery, and clinical

. examinations, the same rules will be observed as in the oral.
, The following is the complete list of the newly elected
, examiners :-Anatomy and Comparative Anatomy: B. G.
, 

MacDowel, L. H. Ormsby, E. Stoker, R. L. Swan. Surgery
, 

and Surgical Pathology : C. B. Ball, 11. G. Croly, E. S.
O’Grady, W. Thomson. Medicine and Therapeutics: M. Boyd,
R. Hayes. Materia Medica, Pharmacy, and Botany:
W. Frazer, H. Minchin. Physiology and Histology: P. S.
Abraham, E. D. Mapother. Physics, Chemistry, and Medical
Jurisprudence: J. D. Pratt. Midwifery: J. J. Cranny,
S. Mason. Ophthalmology: A. Benson, H. Swanzy. Diploma
in Midwifery: Henry Croly, S. Mason, W. Roe. General
Education: F. Davys, R. Morton, H. J. Tweedy.

ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND.

At a recent meeting of the Senate, Marcus Hartog, D.Sc.,
Professor of Natural History, Queen’s College, Cork, was
elected a Fellow in the Department of the Natural Sciences,
subject to the usual conditions. The Senate, at the same
meeting, also resolved that credit shall not be allowed at the
Second Examination in Medicine for Chemistry to any can-
didate who shall have passed in that subject at any
examination in the Faculty of Arts after 1885. A meeting
of Convocation was summoned to be held last week for the
election of a representative on the Senate, and for the con-
sideration of various notices of motion dealing with the
constitution of the University. The meeting, however, fell
through, one additional member being necessary to form a
quorum; but it is understood that a requisition will be presented
to the Senate to call another meeting. A similar misfortune
occurred, if I mistake not, last year; and the circumstance
is to be deplored, as on this occasion motions of consider-
able importance were to have been moved by Dr. Knight,
Mr. Farrelly, Mr. Maguire, F.T.C.D., and Mr. Johnstone
Stoney.

BELFAST ROYAL HOSPITAL.

For the past quarter there has been a falling-off in the
income as compared with last year, and a decrease from
Sunday collections amounting to .6160. It is scarcely
credible that the total amount obtained in a wealthy place
like Belfast from Hospital Sunday only reached &pound;360.
There must be some reason for such apparent apathy and
want of sympathy towards so valuable an institution as the
Belfast Royal Hospital. The working classes, it is gratify-
ing to state, show their appreciation of the work done by
the hospital in the constantly increasing amount of their
contributions ; but their employers and the wealthy
members of the community do not subscribe as they should.
Certainly on April 30th there was a balance in favour of the
hospital, but it is not improbable that before the termina-
tion of the present quarter the institution may find itself
largely in debt.

Dr. O’Farrell, J.P., of Boyle, who was lately appointed a
Local Government Board inspector, has been presented by his
numerous friends with an address, a valuable service of

plate, and a gold watch, on his departure from that town.
Dublin, June 2nd.

THE HOSPITALS ASSOCIATION.&mdash;Mr. J. L. Clifford-
Smith has resigned the office of Honorary Secretary of the
above Association.


